
 
Goldfinch Curriculum Overview (KS1) 

We have a blended approach combining National Curriculum coverage with autism specific teaching approaches. We follow Maths No 

Problem and Read, Write Inc schemes for Maths and English. We have chosen to follow the Dimensions curriculum using the TEACCH 

approach for wider national curriculum subjects. The ‘Changing Hearts and Minds’ curriculum not only matches well with our school 

‘HEART’ values but meets the needs of our learners with autism as key components are communication, independence and problem 

solving. Alongside Dimensions, the children access Attention Autism Intervention, sensory circuits and stories, additional speech and 

language intervention, music and art therapy. 

Four key areas of Dimensions: 

Communication 

We believe that communication is vital to learning and wider long term success. A focus on communication underpins every aspect of 

school life. Our pupils struggle to express their emotions and find maintaining positive relationships a challenge. We want our pupils to 

develop language skills that mean they are articulate, able to socially interact well, and can select and use appropriate vocabulary. 

Conservation 

We feel that a curriculum that employs a structured approach to developing environmental awareness and appreciation, not just at local, 

but also national and global levels, will actively engage our pupils and tap into their love of nature and the outdoors. We want our pupils 

to be good ambassadors by developing their knowledge of conservation issues and nurturing a caring attitude towards the world they 

live in. This also fits in with our focus on learning in the natural environment. 

Culture 

We want our pupils to develop a strong sense of their own culture and locality and to be proud members of their local community.  As a 

majority white British school we also want to provide our pupils with an awareness of difference and a respect for other cultures. The 

curriculum provides our learners with greater cultural capital and awareness of diversity. 



 

Conflict 

Our pupils need to learn how to handle conflict, realising that it is important to develop empathy and to have positive relationships in their 

immediate home and school environments, as well as in the wider community. They need to develop an appreciation of other opinions 

and perspectives in order to learn how to address conflict and develop the necessary skills to resolve it.  

 

Curriculum A 

September 23 - 24 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus Communication Conflict Culture Conservation 

Unit Happily Ever After Unity in the Community Come Fly With Me! Going Wild 

Essential 
Experience 

Visit from a storyteller 
Library visit 

Orienteering treasure hunt  
Museum of Liverpool visit 

Ice Skating Visit to the farm 
Mum and baby visit 

Key Texts The Ugly Duckling 

https://laughingsquid.com/

the-new-ugly-duckling/ 

Little Red Riding Hood 

Cinderella 

Little Mermaid 

‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by 

Michael Rosen ‘Not Now 

Bernard’ by David McKee 

‘Arctic Lights, Arctic Nights’ 

by Debbie Miller  

 

‘Where the Wild Things Are’ by 

Maurice Sendak 

Other Texts ‘Bird Builds a Nest’: A First 

Science Storybook by 

Martin Jenkins ‘Children’s 

Encyclopaedia of Birds’ by 

Claudia Martin 

‘The Silver Swan’ by 

Michael Morpurgo 

‘Amazing Animal Babies’ by 

Chris Packham 

‘Baby Animals’ by Gyo 

Fujikawa 

 ‘The World’s Worst Teachers’ by 
David Walliams and Tony Ross  

‘The Secret Lake’ by Karen Inglis  
‘The Boy Who Made the World 
Disappear’ by Ben miller and 

Daniela Jaglenka Terrazzini  
‘Where the Wolves Lie’ by Rebecca 

Pritchett  
‘Teach Your Angry Dragon’ by 

Steve Herman  
‘The History of the Asian 

Community in Britain’ by Rozina 
Visram  

‘Kurds in Britain’ by Cath Senker  
‘Families (Our Global Community)’ 

by Lisa Easterling  

’Arctic Tale’ by Rebecca 

Baines  

‘In Arctic Waters’ by Laura 

Crawford ‘Living in the Arctic’ 

by Allan Fowler ‘Expedition to 

the Arctic’ by Alex Woolf 

’Polar Bear, Arctic Hare: 

Poems of the Frozen North’  

‘Arctic Ocean’ by Louise A 

Spilsbury and Richard 

Spilsbury  

‘Welcome to the Arctic’ 

(Living Things and Their 

Habitats) by Honor Head  

Fantastic Mr Fox 

‘Peculiar Pets: A Collection of 

Exotic and Quixotic Animal Poems’ 

by Kerry Kramer and Megan 

Krueger  

‘Apes to Zebras: An A-Z of Shape 

Poems’ by Roger Stevens and Liz 

Brownlee  

‘The Hospital Dog’ by Julia 

Donaldson  

 ‘Dog Man: The Epic Collection’ by 

Dav Pilkey  

'Room on the Broom’ by Julia 

Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 

https://laughingsquid.com/the-new-ugly-duckling/
https://laughingsquid.com/the-new-ugly-duckling/


 
‘The History of African and 

Caribbean Communities in Britain’ 
by Hakim Adi  

‘Look Where we Live’ by Scot 
Ritchie 

Vocabulary Adult, habitat, 
investigation, life cycle, 

offspring, alive, source, 
variety, young 

Aerial view, beach, 
boundary, city, coast, 

countryside, forest, human 
features, landmark, 

landscape, local, locality, 
map, mountain, physical 

features, valley, vegetation, 

village 

Aurora Borealis, blubber, 
camouflage, climate, 

globe, habitat, harpoon, 
hunt, igloo, imaginary, 

Inuit, North Pole 

Amphibian, bird, carnivore, 
endangered, extinction, fish, 

habitat, herbivore, mammal, 
offspring, omnivore, reptile, 

species, survival 

Maths 

Maths No 
Problem Unit 

Number and place value 

Calculation – addition 
and subtraction 

Calculation – multiplication 

and division 
Measure – length and mass 

Calculation 

-addition 
and 

subtraction 
Geometry 
– shape 

and 
position 

Fractions 

Number and 
place value 

Fractions 

Number and 
place value 

Measure – 

time, money, 
capacity 

Statistics - 
pictograms 

English Traditional Tales 
Stories with Predictable 

Language 

Stories with predictable 
language 

Fantasy Stories 
Non-chronological reports 

Stories From Other 
Cultures 

Instructions 
Diaries 
 

Explanations 
Poems 

Settings 

English RWI 
Unit  

Get Writing yellow Get Writing blue Get writing blue 

Communication  Call and response 
Emotions in voices 

Descriptive language Listening Collective Memory 
Using talk 

Understanding 
the World 

Science – Life Cycles 
and Habitats 

History – Famous people 
study 

Science - Habitats 
Geography – Human and 

physical features of our local 
area 

Science – Materials / 
Seasons 

Geography – Weather and 
Climate / Mapping 

Science – Living Things 
Geography – Human and 

Physical Features 



 
History – Changes with living 
memory 

Expressive Arts Art – 3D Forms 
D&T – Design a bag 

Music – Sound Effects 

Art - 3D Form - César 

Manrique 

Art – collage – Inukshuks 
Music – Inuit Throat 

Singing 
D&T – mechanisms 

(puppets) 

Art – Printing 
Music – African drumming 

Computing Multimedia 

Algorithms 

Multimedia – design and 

filmmaking 

Multimedia 

Data 

PE Games / Gymnastics / Dance Games / Gymnastics / 

Dance 

Games / Athletics 

PSHE Fair and unfair 

Finding help 
Empathy  
Positive behaviour 

Community & Belonging 

Personal Safety 
Road Safety 

Friendship 

Healthy eating 

Gender similarities and 

differences 
Healthy lifestyles 
 

Cultural 
Awareness  

Investigation into Hans 
Christian Anderson 

Community customs Inuit people group – 
customs and traditions 

Endangered animals around the 
World 

Beach School Sounds in our 
environment 

Natural sculpture Weather watching Physical features of our locality 

 

Curriculum B 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus Communication Conflict Conservation Conservation 

Unit Inter-nation Media 

Station 

Land Ahoy Zero to Hero Light up the World 

Essential 
Experience 

Visit a radio station Pirate Party Meet a hero Shadow Puppet Theatre 

visit 

Key Texts  ‘Extra! Extra! Fairy 

tale news for Hidden 
Forest’ by Alma Flor 

Ada  

 ‘100 Questions About 

Pirates’ by Simon Abbott  
‘The Troll’ by Julia 

Donaldson 

‘Fantastically Great Women 

who Changed the World’ – 
Kate Pankhurst 

 

‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of 

the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson 



 
Other Texts ‘New and the Media’ by 

Emille DuFresne  

‘Tusk Tusk’ by David 

McKee 

‘Wild Action News’ Series 

by JL Anderson 

‘My Granny is a Pirate’ by Val 
McDermid and Arthur Robins  

‘The Ultimate Pirate Handbook’ by 

Libby Hamilton 
‘Pirate Mouse’ by Kirstie Watson 
‘Pirate Pete and his Smelly Feet’ 

by Lucy Rowland and Mark 
Chambers  

‘Pirates in Pyjamas’ by Caroline 
Crowe and Tom Knight 

‘The Night Pirates’ by Peter Harris 
‘‘The Pirates Next Door’ by Jonny 

Duddle ‘Captain Flinn and the 
Pirate Dinosaurs’ by Giles Andreae  

 

 ‘Timeless Thomas: How Thomas Edison 
Changed Our Lives’ by Gene Barretta ‘Who 

Was Thomas Alva Edison?’ by Margaret Frith  
 ‘Dream Big: Michael Jordan and the Pursuit of 
Excellence’ by Deloris Jordan ‘Salt in His Shoes: 

Michael Jordan in Pursuit of a Dream’ by 
Deloris Jordan ‘Who Is Michael Jordan? (Who 

Was?)’ by Kirsten Anderson  
 ‘Mother Teresa (Little People, Big Dreams)’ by 

Isabel Sanchez Vegara ‘Mother Teresa: The 
Smile of Calcutta (Life of a Saint)’ by Charlotte 
Grossetete ‘Malala: My Story of Standing Up 

for Girls' Rights’ by Malala Yousafzai  
‘Malala Yousafzai (Little People, Big Dreams)’ 
by Isabel Sanchez Vegara ‘Malala Yousafzai: 

Warrior with Words’ by Karen Leggett 
Abouraya  

‘How Things Work: Light and 

Dark’ by Anna Claybourne  

‘Light: Shadows, Mirrors and 

Rainbows’ by Natalie Myra 

Rosinsky ‘Light Waves’ by 

David Adler, A.  

‘Playing with Light and 

Shadows’ by Jennifer 

Boothroyd  

‘Hand Shadows Activity Book 

for Kids’ by Activity Nest  

‘How are Shadows and 

Reflections Made’ by Mari 

Cschuh  

‘The Art of Shadow Puppets’ 

by Dona Herweck Rice  

‘Shadow Games’ by Klutz 

‘Shadows and Reflections’ by 

Tana Hoban  

‘My Shadow’ by Robert Louis 

Stevenson  

‘What Makes a Shadow’ by 

Clyde Robert Bulla  

‘Light’ by Georgia Amson-

Bradshaw  

Vocabulary Media, broadcast, 

broadcasting, 
television, radio, past, 

present, news, 

messenger, beacon, 
semaphore, 

programme, newspaper 

Compare, compass, 

continent, country, 
direction, faint, launch, 
location, loud, motion, 

navigation, ocean, pull, 
push, quiet, responsible 

transporter 

Famous, hero, heroine, 

culture, background, 
successful, achievement, 
perseverance, courage, 

respect, past, present, invent, 
circumstances, peace 

Dark, light, night, day, 

sihouette, measure, 
midday, shadow, solid, 
block, solar, energy, 

electricity, source, 
nocturnal, shade, heat 

Maths 
Maths No 

Problem Unit 

Number and place 

value 
Calculation – addition 
and subtraction 

Calculation - Multiplication 

and Division 
Measure – length and mass 

Calculation -

addition and 
subtraction 

Fractions 

Number and 
place value 

Fractions 

Number 
and place 
value 

Measure – 

time, money, 
capacity 
Statistics - 

pictograms 



 
Geometry – 
shape and 

position 

English Speeches 

Scripts 

Stories with familiar setting 

Labels and captions 
Dictionaries 

Poetry 

Blogs and diaries 

Information texts 

Author Study 

Recount 
Fact and Fiction 

Interviews 

Communication Talk Confidently Sharing Information Working together Collaborative talk 

Understanding 

the World 

History – significant 
individuals 

Science – Forces 
Geography – continents and 

oceans, mapping 
History – significant 

individuals 

Science - Electricity  
History – Events beyond living 

memory 

Science – light and dark 
Geography – global solar 

energy 

Expressive Arts Art – Drawing and 

photography 
Music – radio jingles 
Drama - News 

broadcasts 

Art – Painting sea pictures 

Music – Sea shanties 
D&T – Pirate ships 

Art – Famous artists 

D&T – Make a gift 
Art – Drawing 
Music – Firework 

soundtrack 
D&T - Puppets 

Computing Multimedia recording Algorithms Research and word-processing Data handling 

PE Games / Gymnastics / Swimming Games / Dance Games / Athletics / 
Swimming 

PSHE Listening 
Communicating 

feelings 

Taking turns 
Responsibility 

Sharing 

Recognising own achievements 
Respect similarities and 

differences 

Sun safety 
Emotions 

Cultural 
Awareness 

Worldwide media Travel around the World Respect in the school 

community 

Use of solar energy around 

the World 

Beach School RNLI visit Physical features of the 
beach – Why do ships not 
dock at Southport? 

Crosby beach – Anthony 
Gormley 

Shadows on the beach 

 


